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Learning Objectives
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At the conclusion of this presentation, learners will be able to:

▪ Explain respiratory disease outbreak epidemiology in SC 
amongst the pediatric population

▪ Articulate the trends of religious vaccine exemptions in SC and 
their potential sequelae

▪ Recognize the possible impact of vaccine access on school 
attendance



SC Pediatric Respiratory Disease Outbreak
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Slide copy

▪ Use this for the first bullet
• Use this for the secondary bullet

https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/2024-RDW-MMWR-WK-2.pdf
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SC Flu Hospitalizations and Death 23/24
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https://scdhec.gov/sites/default/files/media/document/2024-Flu-Watch-MMWR-WK-2.pdf
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▪ Use this for the first bullet
• Use this for the secondary bullet

New Hospital Admissions of Patients with 

Confirmed COVID-19 in SC

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#new-hospital-admissions



SC RSV PCR Results 1/2022-1/2024
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https://www.cdc.gov/surveillance/nrevss/rsv/state.html#SC



SC Pediatric Respiratory Disease Vaccine Data
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https://emergency.cdc.gov/newsletters/coca/2024/010524a.html
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SC Pediatric Respiratory Vaccination Rates
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▪ About 1% of children between age 6 
months and 17 years of age, 

▪ 4% of adults 18-64 years of age, and 
▪ 22% of elderly adults 65 years and 

older received the updated 2023-2024 
COVID-19 Vaccine

https://scdhec.gov/covid19/covid-19-data



SC Pediatric Respiratory Vaccination Rates
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https://scdhec.gov/health/flu/flu-watch-data-reports-maps/biweekly-flu-vaccination-data



SC Religious Exemption Trends
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Source: SC School 45-day Report 
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SC Religious Exemption Trends
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, 2023-2024



DHEC Religious Exemptions issued 10-12/2023
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DHEC Religious Exemptions issued 10-12/2023
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Back to School Vaccine Efforts
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▪ Early Spring communication and vaccine efforts for back-to-school 
vaccines are important to keep kids in school



Q & A
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Jonathan Knoche, MD, MPH

SC DHEC

T H A N K  Y O U !
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