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Learning Objectives
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At the conclusion of this presentation, learners will be able to:

 Understand the importance of pediatricians participating in 
legislative advocacy for children.

 Become familiar with some of the important legislative issues 
impacting children in the 2025 SC legislative session.

 Learn some basic ways that they can get involved with 
legislative advocacy from different angles



2025 Outlook

2 0 2 5  S C A A P  C A T C H  M E E T I N G

 32 new freshmen legislators – relationship building year

 Addition of LaJoia Broughton with Alpha Strategies
 Government and Public Affairs strategist with over 20 years of 

experience spanning both the private and public sectors



Vaccine Access and Vaccine Requirements
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Prefiled bill S0054

 “Medical Informed Consent Act”
• Bans vaccine mandates by persons, corporations, higher 

education institutions, or the state
• Bans employers from taking action against employees for 

refusing vaccines
• Defines “gene therapy” and “vaccine”
• New requirements to provide information (informed 

consent) regarding vaccines
• Also addresses limits for quarantine and isolation measures 

by DPH



Vaccine Access and Vaccine Requirements

2 0 2 5  S C A A P  C A T C H  M E E T I N G

 What pediatricians can do

 Promote the importance of high vaccination rates and herd 
immunity within your practice setting, within the 
community and on social media

 Reach out to legislators and the governor about the danger 
of this bill and the risk to SC children

 Partner with other groups advocating for vaccine access 
and school vaccine requirements in SC- Department of 
Public Health, SC Immunization Coalition etc



Medicaid Unwinding and Healthcare Access
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 Medicaid Unwinding continues to affect 
children in SC

• Most recent numbers in SC
• April 2023 to Jan 2024- decrease 8.8%
• April 2023 to Aug 2024- decrease 17.6% (134,300 children)

• North Carolina April 2023 to Aug 2024- increase 1.5%
• (North Carolina took the Medicaid expansion as of Dec 1, 

2023

• United States April 2023 to Aug 2024- decrease 7.3%

• Most families losing Medicaid Coverage are losing coverage for 
procedural reasons, NOT because they are no longer eligible
 



Medicaid Unwinding and Healthcare Access
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• What can pediatricians do?

• Reach out to patients about the Unwinding and the need 
to keep all Medicaid information up to date

• Intervene with SCDHHS when necessary (time consuming 
but can be very effective)

• Educate practice staff about the Unwinding so that they 
understand what is happening when patients are found to 
have inactive Medicaid at check in for appointment

• Reach out to legislators (both state and federal) to discuss 
the financial repercussions of the Unwinding in South 
Carolina



Food Insecurity, Summer EBT Program
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 Approximately 543,000 children in SC would qualify for summer 
EBT in 2025

• Approximately $120 EBT card per eligible child
• Every dollar spent on SNAP benefits generates between 

$1.50 and $1.80 in local economic activity

• SC must notify USDA of their intentions by Jan 1 each year and 
provide an administrative plan by Feb 15



Food Insecurity, Summer EBT Program
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• What can pediatricians do to help?
• Advocate with your state representatives and 

senators

• Utilize any possible connections to Governor 
McMaster

• Participate in and promote other programs designed 
to combat food insecurity in South Carolina. 
Examples include FoodShare SC, local food banks, 
school district and individual school feeding 
problems.



Gun Violence Prevention
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 Firearm Storage Bills – S. 18, H. 3587, H. 3596
 “Create the offense of criminally negligent storage of a 

firearm”
 Misdemeanor  Up to $1,000 fine or 1 year prison sentence

 Even if the child discharges the firearm and causes death or 
serious bodily injury to himself or another person (up to $2,000 
fine or 3 year prison sentence)

 Sponsored by Sen. Hutto, Rep. Bernstein, Rep. Jones

 Success stories
 Similar laws passed with bipartisan support in several 

states
 Ohio AAP – partnered with state firearm association, local 

shooting range on safe storage advocacy



Gun Violence Prevention
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• What can pediatricians do?

• Reach out to legislators to advocate in support of 
safe storage bills

• Routinely perform safe storage screening and 
counseling

• Provide gun locks to patients



Equity
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 Hate Crimes Act – H. 3039
 SC is one out of the last two states without a hate 

crime bill in the US
 Rep. Gilliard has introduced 9 years in a row
 Has passed in the House 3 times but died in the 

Senate
 Prefiled and referred to Senate Judiciary Committee

 LGBTQIA+ protection 
 Defense
 Birth certificate changes, several related to education, 

drag shows, bathrooms
 Offense
 H. 3160 – including gender identity and sexual 

orientation in antidiscrimination law



Equity
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• What can pediatricians do?

• Reach out to legislators to advocate in support of 
hate crimes legislation

• Provide safe space for LGBTQIA+ patients

• Refer patients to local LGBTQIA+ organizations – 
AFFA, SC United, We Are Family



Mental Health Access
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 988 Hotline
 Continue to advocate for increased funding
 Two call centers – Charleston and Greenville
 Now >80% of calls being answered by someone in SC

 S. 31/H. 3631 – print on student ID cards
 Includes private schools, K-12
 “Provide alternative methods of delivery of information for 

schools that do not issue identification cards.”

 School Mental Health Screenings – H. 3478
 Schools must offer annual mental health screenings for 

grades 6-12
 Sponsored by Rep. Garvin



Mental Health Access
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• What can pediatricians do?

• Provide 988 educational materials to families – 
available for download on 988 website

• Post 988 messaging in clinical areas – 
stickers/magnets/posters available for free 
online

• Continue to advocate for increased mental health 
access for our patients



And a few other issues on the horizon

2 0 2 5  S C A A P  C A T C H  M E E T I N G

 Minor Consent

 Scope of Practice



Your Voice Matters!
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 You are credible

 You are trustworthy

 You are evidence-based

 You are non-partisan

 Your stories matter

Kids
Kids

Kids



Q & A
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Deborah Greenhouse MD, FAAP
greenhod@yahoo.com

Betsy Oddo MD, MPH, FAAP
Ruedrich.2@gmail.com 

T H A N K  Y O U !

mailto:greenhod@yahoo.com
mailto:Ruedrich.2@gmail.com

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

