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WHERE BELONGING BEGINS FOR DEAF &
HARD OF HEARING CHILDREN



beginnings
WHERE BELONGING BEGINS FOR DEAF &

HARD OF HEARING CHILDREN

In South Carol ina,  there are
at least  11,000 chi ldren with 

permanent hearing loss.

Experts s ta te  that  if a  chi ld wi th  pre  
l ingual hearing loss has not reached 
age- re la ted language milestones by 
age three, that  chi ld has  only a 5-15% 

chance of  ever catch ing up. 1,11
Hearing lo-  Is the only disability that Is 

created when the chlld does not have access 
to language. Incidental language develops 

through interactions between an adult and a 
child that  occur naturally in an unstructured

situation and make up 90% of all knowledge a
child has  by the age of 5.-



Programs

PARENT COUNSELING
Parents are the key to the i r  ch i ld ' s
hear ing  loss j ou rney .  W e  s u p p o r t  

pa ren ts  in th i s  jou rney  b y  m e a n s  of
e d u c a t i o n .  s u p p o r t .  a n d  

e m p o w e r m e n t .  f ree of charge .

SERVICES FOR CHILD 
CARE PROVIDERS

We p rov ide  hear ing  screen ings and 
Endeavors t r a i n i n g  t o  c h i l d  care 

prov iders  across SC. free of charge.
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Early Identification
& Intervention
As a partner agency of the South 
Carolina DSS Division of Early Care 
and Education, it is our goal to identify 
children with hearing loss and

SCAN NOW TO REQUEST 
A HEARING SCREENING!

Beginnings SC
Where belonging begins for deaf

& hard of hearing children



HOW COMMON IS HEARING LOSS IN 
CHILDREN?
1-2 per every 1,000 children have a 
permanent, sensorineural hearing loss at 
birth. That number triples by age 6.
1 in 100 school-age children have a
permanent hearing loss.

WHY SCREEN CHILDREN FOR HEARING 
LOSS?
Language development directly af fects 
brain development. Even a "little"
hearing loss impedes typical language 
development. 30-40% of preschool-age 
children cannot hear well enough during 
ear infections to learn language 
incidentally.
Because hearing loss has a major 
impact on development, a federal 
mandate requires that all children be
screened at birth. However, children are 
typically not rescreened until 
kindergarten.
Beginnings SC is changing that.

WILL WE RECEIVE PROFESSIONAL 
TRAINING?
Beginnings SC will provide FREE SC 
Endeavors-approved trainings to staff 
about hearing loss. The trainings will 
cover the following objectives:

• Risk factors
• How to approach parents if a 

hearing loss is suspected

Our Suggested 
Procedure
Our screening process is multiphasic 
and may require more than one site 
visit for the initial screening 
depending on the number of children.

Phone Call/Site Visit with Director: 
The screening process, procedures, and 
follow-up will be discussed.

Initial Screening: It will take roughly 5 
minutes to screen each child with an 
Otoacoustic Emissions (OAE) machine. 
The screenings will take place on-site in 
each classroom.

Second Screening: Children who do not 
pass the initial screening C25% of 
children) will need to be rescreened 
approximately 2 weeks later.

Follow-up: To reduce loss to follow up, 
multiple forms of contact and ongoing 
support will be provided to each family.

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

HoVtt to Schedule a 
Hearing Screening:



Hearing Screening Results
Parent Information: Your child's hearing

Your child PASSED the OAE hearing screening!
We recommend bringing this document to your child's Pediatrician or 

Family Doctor to be added to their record. If you do not currently have one, 
please contact us for assistance in finding one in your area.

What does it mean?
This means that  when screened today, 
there was  no  indication that  your  child has 
diff iculty hearing. No fur ther  steps are 
needed at this t ime unless you have 
concerns about  your child's hearing or 
language development. If you have 
concerns at any t ime, please let us know 
and we  can assist you in get t ing a referral 
for  a ful l  assessment.

Next  Steps:
Your child passed the hearing 
screening now, but be aware that 
hearing can change at any point in 
childhood.

Speech and language begin to develop 
at birth, even if baby doesn't start to 
talk until later. If any degree of hearing 
loss is present, it is better to catch it 
early so they can receive services and 
access to language.

You know your child best. If you feel 
your child is not hearing well despite a 
passing result or at any other time, 
contact Beginnings SC and  we will do 
what we can to help get your child 
screened by an Audiologist.
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Did you know, nearly

of children ages 6 - 19 have 
a permanent hearing loss?

*Data f r o m  CDC 2022
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Questions? Contact Us! 
(803) 21 6-1171 or
deborah@beginningssc.org beginnings.-.

mailto:deborah@beginningssc.org


Hearing Screening Results
Parent Information: Your child's hearing

Your child is being referred to their Pediatrician 
because of a failed hearing screening.

We recommend bringing this document to your child's Pediatrician or 
Family Doctor. If you do not currently have one, please contact us for 

assistance in f inding one in your area.

What does it mean?
Your child has failed hearing screenings on 
two separate occasions and after reviewing 
your child's results, we are recommending 
that a more detailed examination be 
scheduled with a doctor. Some children  
may not pass the hearing screening due to 
conditions that require the attention of a 
Pediatrician. It is important that your child's 
ears be examined by a doctor as soon as 
possible so that a follow-up hearing 
screening can happen.

µ
Did you know nearly

150/o
of children ages 6 - 19 have a 

permanent hearing loss?
*Data from CDC 2022
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S c a n  h e r e  t o  l e a r n  
m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  O A E  
s c r e e n i n g  p r o c e s s !

Next  Steps:
Make an appointment with your 
child's pediatrician as soon as 
possible to have their ears checked 
due to a failed hearing screening.

Inform the center and Beginnings SC 
when their ears have been checked 
so they can be screened again.

Be on the look out for results from a 
follow-up screening.

Questions? Contact Us! 
(803)216-1171 or
deborah@beginningssc.org beginnings.--.

mailto:deborah@beginningssc.org


Hearing Screening Results
Parent Information: Your child 1s hearing

FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS:

Did my child coo12erate?
If you are receiving this letter 
then, yes! The screening machine 
we use does all the work, so your 
child does not have to respond to 
sounds or answer questions - it is 
an objective tool.

Is it possible this is an incorrect result?
We do not often get false positives. Our machine is 
calibrated as needed and our screeners are well trained. It 
is more likely that there is something preventing a pass 
result- but it does not always mean hearing loss. Many 
children fail one to two screenings as a result of fluid 
behind the eardrum - which may or may not be infected.

Does fail/refer mean my child has hearing loss?
Possibly. A refer means that something was preventing 
all of the sounds emitted by the machine to travel 
through the listening system and get back to the 
machine uninterrupted. That can happen for a variety 
of reasons including wax, f luid behind the eardrum, an 
object in the ear canal OR a hearing loss. That is the 
reason we stress the importance of following up with 
the provider. We won't know until we follow-up to find 
the reason for the failed screening.

What if my child has already seen 
an ENT or audiologist?

This failed result could mean a 
problem that was previously treated 
by your ENT (ex. peTubes) and 
indicates a follow-up appointment is 
needed. It is important to let your 
provider know that your child recently 
failed an OAE screening and have 
them check that both the middle and 
inner ear are functioning to allow for 
language access.

Hearing can change at any time. Talk with your child's 
primary care provider or contact Beginnings SC if 
anything on the list below applies to your child now or in 
the future:
1. A parent or other close family member had/has hearing loss
2. Your baby was in the NICU for more than five days
3. Your baby had an exchange transfusion
4. Your child had/has many ear infections
5. Your child had/has a head injury
6. You don't think your child is hearing or talking well

50°/o
of infants with

hearing loss have 
no risk factors.

Questions? Contact Us! 
(803)216-1171 or
deborah@beginningssc.org beginnings.

mailto:deborah@beginningssc.org




Beginnings SC Hearing Screening Program

CERTIFICATE
OF C O M P L E T I O N

Thecer t i f i ca te  is presented to

F I R S T  S C R E E N I N G  D A T E  _

S E C O N D  S C R E E N I N G  D A T E    

T H I R D  S C R E E N I N G  D A T E  



beginnings.
WHERE BELONGING BEGINS FOFI DEAF & 

HARO OF HEARING CHILDREN

PARENT SUPPORT SERVICES
D I R E C T  T O  P A R E N T  S E R V I C E S

difference. Parents can book 
readily-available appointments 
with licensed Teachers for the 

Deaf and parent experts who can 
provide real-time information. 
support, and reierrals. During 

office hours parents can receive 
IFSP/IEP prep support and pre- 

school transition support.

Building a community is 
invaluable. especially with other 

family members who have lived a 
similar e)(perience. We organize 

parent networking events in 
collaboration with Hands and 

Voices, providing parents with a 
supportive network of peers who 
understand the unique challenges 

they face.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE

After access needs are met, 
parents must focus on language 
building with their Dea1 or hard 

of hearing child. We provide 
opportunities ior building 

language through events, like 
language building game nights.

Finding tutoring in a child's 
language modality is tough for 

parents. Beginnings SC 
facilitates tutoring 

opportunities through college 
partnerships.

During 1:1parent education 
sessions, our trained Parent 
Education Specialist provide 

impartial support and the 
resources they need to make 
informed decisions for their 

children.

PARENT SUPPORT SERVICES
P A R E N T  S E R V I C E S  I N  C O O R D I N A T I O N  W I T H  C H I L D C A R E  C E N T E R S

Resources to support  
access to sound can be 
ex pensive!  W e  hav e a 

re tent ion dev ices l ibrary 
for parents to trial 
d i f f erent  retent ion 

dev ices bef ore m ak ing an 
expensiv e purchase!  W e 

also prov ide remote 
m ic rophones to chi ld care 

centers so parents can 
ensure the i r  child has 
access to incidental 

language.

W hen a child does not 
pass thei r  hearing 

screenings,  parents need 
suppor t .  educat i on,  and 

i n tervent ion.  whether  the 
hearing l oss is temporary 

or  perm anent .  W e  are 
ready to support  fami l ies 

f rom our hearing 
screening process to 

diagnosis throughout our 
f o l low up a f t e r  hearing 

screenings.

Nav igat ing the chi ldcare 
enro l lment  process is 

al ready a di f f icul t 
process,  but  the process 
can be even m ore t r icky 
to  nav igate when using 
your  second language.

We on-call coaching 
d i rec t l y  to Deaf parents 
who  use Am er i can Sign 
Language,  f ac i l i ta t ion of 
child care resources,  and 

schedul ing of 
i n terpret ing serv ices for 

enro l lment  act iv it ies.

Here at BSC we think resources 
should be open access and 

should be readily available for 
all, including current parents 

and parents with children with 
unidentified hearing loss.

Attachment and Biobehavioral 
Catch-up (ABC) is a 10-week 

home visiting program that is 
responsive to our families with 

chi ldren who have hearing loss. 
Our coach wi l l  share information 

about common parenting 
chal lenges of infants and support 
the parent with parenting during 

the visit. particularly helping  
them notice the positive  

parenting they are already doing.

Suppor t i ng chi ldcare 
prov iders is vital.

Caregivers can request  
that  special ized training 
and  technical  assistance 

be prov ided to  their 
ch i l d's ch i l d  care center 

so  Deaf ch i l dren can 
b loom  in those gardens,  

too.

Beginnings SC facilitates 
workshops and resources set up 

for families based on their 
identified needs.

MAKE A REFERRAL TO OUR 
PARENT SUPPORT SERVICES

PARENT SUPPORT SERVICES
D I R E C T  T O  C H I L D C A R E  C E N T E R  S E R V I C E S  

S U P P O R T I N G  C U R R E N T  A N D  F U T U R E  P A R E N T S

W e  want  to support 
parents on  the i r  journey, 
and we prov ide hearing 
screenings at chi ld care 

centers to ensure parents 
receive the educat i on and 

suppor t  they  need to 
ensure t ha t  Deaf  chi ldren 
receiv e ear l y  intervention 

immediately.

W W W . B E G I N N I N G S S C . O R G

http://WWW.BEGINNINGSSC.ORG/
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