Empowering Communities:

Enhancing Children's Access to Health and Well-Being
Through the First Five SC Portal
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Learning Objectives:

« Understand the First Five SC Portal: Explore how the portal serves as a
comprehensive resource for South Carolina families to access services in child-
care, health, special needs, food, and family support.

« Navigate and Experience the Portal: Learn how families use the eligibility screener
and experience a walkthrough of the portal to access services and understand their
eligibility.

« Impact and Collaboration: Discuss how the portal improves family well-being

through streamlined access and coordination, while highlighting the importance of
collaboration across sectors to enhance outcomes for children.
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An online
portal that
families
want, need, Get the support your child @, J's

needs from birth through

and deserve age five.

Connecting families with South Carolina's
public services for young children.
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child needs from birth
through age five.

Connecting families with South
Carolina's public services for
young children.

e

T

Check your eligibility for over 40 services.

Answer a few questions to see what you qualify for and apply online.

@ firstssc.org
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Get the support your child \/
needs from birth through

‘ Py
age five.

We connect families with South Carolina's *
public services for young children. :
&b

Answer a few questions and we'll show you what you qualify for. You can
now apply online.

Check your eligibility for over 40 services. o




O O

Additional Criteria Income

o O

Contact Info Child's Birthday

®
O

Contact Info

Please enter your contact information.
We'll enly use this infermation to contact you regarding enrolling in publicly funded programs. View privacy policy

I Pamela Cooper l

I peooper@email.com |

I 803-555-5B55 l

How did you hear about First Five SC?
() Billboard

() Family/Friend

() Google Search

() Radio

() SCFirst Steps

() Sign/Poster

© Social Media

() Other

| Other

. Yes, | consent to the collection and/or usage by SC First Steps or our partners of your personal information as
referred to or otherwise stated in the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.
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Connect To Services

oo O

Contact Info Child's Birthday Address Additional Criteria Income

Child's Birthday

Please enter your child's birthday or your expected due date.

To determine eligibility for multiple children, complete this form and then you will have the opportunity to complete for

another child.

4

August

4O

20

2020 +
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Contact Info Child's Birthday Address Additional Criteria Income

Address

Please enter your home address.

Eligibility in some programs is dependent on your home address.
Please select address from the dropdown below to proceed.

297 Main Street North, Allendale, SC, USA

4



Contact Info

Additional Criteria
Select all that may apply:

Household Circumstances

(<]

O O

0

My child/family is experiencing homelessness.
English is not the primary language spoken.
My child lives in a single parent household.
My child has a refugee status.

| did not have a high school education when my
child was born.

My child has a parent that is currently
incarcerated or was incarcerated and released
in the last 12 months.

My child has a parent/caregiver who is currently
serving in the military away from home or has
returned home from military duty within the last
two years.

| am a first time parent.

Developmental Delays and Special Needs

0O 0 0O O

| am concerned about my child's development.

My child has a documented disability or
developmental delay.

My child is experiencing behavioral issues.
My child is blind or visually impaired.
My child is deaf or hearing impaired.

My child has been removed from child care or
preschool for behavioral reasons.

Child's Birthday Address Additional Criteria

Are you already eligible or receiving government
benefits?

O My child/family is enrolled or eligible for
Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF).

O My child is eligible for and receives
Supplemental Security Income (SSI).

<]

My child is enrolled in or eligible for Medicaid.

(<]

My child/family is eligible for or enrolled in
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP).

O My child is eligible for or receives free or reduced
lunch.

0O My child is eligible for IDEA Part B or Part C
(early intervention, special education, and
related services)

O | am pregnant or gave birth in the past year and
am enrolled in or eligible for Medicaid.

High Risk Pregnancy

0O When my child was born, their parent/caregiver
was under 20 years old.

0O My child had low birth weight (under 5.5Ibs)
with serious medical complications.

Adoption/Foster Care

0O My child is in foster care (I am my child's foster
parent).

0O My child is adopted.

Income

Abuse/Neglect

O My child has been abused (this information is
asked to help determine if your child may be
eligible for some additional services and is
optional to answer).

O My child has been neglected (this information
is asked to help determine if your child may
be eligible for some additional services and is
optional to answer).

Additional Optional Household Circumstances

O My child has experienced the death of a
parent, caregiver, or sibling.

O My child's parent/caregiver has a substance
abuse issue.

O My child's parent/caregiver has depression or
another mental health condition.

O My child's parent/caregiver has an intellectual
disability

O My child has been exposed to domestic
violence within the family.

O My child has a parent/caregiver who was
born in another country and entered the U.S.
within the last five years.
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Connect To Services

Contact Info Child's Birthday Address Additional Criteria Income

Income

Please enter your family's size including yourself, and your family's annual gross income (before taxes are taken out).

Persons in Household

4

3

Annual Income

$24,500.00



Based on the information you entered, yvaur child may be eligible for the following
programs that you can apply for on First Five SC:

SC Working Families Child Care
Scholarship

wiith incame ot or below 85% of the stote's median

alarships ta pay for child core

y wiork or attend schocd,

Learn More 8

First Steps Early Identification and
Referral

his program helps children with developmental delays be

ready for schnal.

Leam More €

Murturing Parenting

This proegram helps parents build skills and find new,
nurturing ways to care Sor and guide children.

Learn Maore

Allendale-Fairfax Elementary
School (PreK-4)

Allendale County School District offers Prekl 4 within the
school district

Learm Mare €

WIC (Women, Infants, and Children
Nutrition Program)

Free nutrition education, heolthy foods, breastfeeding

nd cther wwamen, infants,

ces for prag

chikdran under age 5, and postportum women.

Learn More £

First Steps Child Care Scholarships

Children age 5 and under may he eligible for scholarships

that let them ga to quality child core centers tuition-fres

Learn More €

First Steps 4K+

Choose o free, full-day 4K progrom in a licensed child care
center, charter school or privote school. Plus, get child care
scholarships for the whole family.

Learn Maore €

Apply Now on First Five SC

Apply now for all the programs above in one place.




Based on the information you entered,
your child may also be eligible for the following programs:

For infarmation on how to apply for these programs click "leam mare” under each progom,

Head Start

Core, activities, and lunch are previded free to children birth
to oge & who are from families with income at or below the
paverty level,

Learn Maore £

SC Department of Disabilities and
Special Needs Early Intervention

Find o range of in-home service to help families understond
o child's deleys and support a childs development.

Learn More €

SC Department of Education -
Special Education Services

The Office of Special Edwcation Services con help parents
leam obout public educotion access thot is guoronteed to
children with disahilities.

Leam More €

Medicaid

Adults and childran in low income househalds may qualify
for help poying medical bills.

Leam More €

Department of Mental Health Child
Adolescent and Family Services

This is o storting place for families wiho need help with
merital health, substonce use. and behavioral health
services, with the ability to connect parents and children to
services in their community.

Learn More £

SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program)

Knowen to many os food stamps. SMAP provides low-income
househalds with help to buy food.

Learn More &

Early Head Start

Free child care and parenting support are provided for
eliginle children age 3 and under, pregnant women, and their
families.

Learn More €

Help Me Grow SC

Help ke Grow is ovailable to all South Carcling fomilies with
young children. whether you have specific concerns or
simply want to learn mose about your child's develooment.

Learn More €

START OVER

*Final eligibility 15 determined by individucl programs based on thelr policles ond procedures. Wiew our disclaimer | Report
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Child Care & Early Education Providers

Your Address 529? Main Street Morth, AII-| First Steps 4K U 5C Child Care Scholarships
@ SC Dept. of Education - 4K - CERDEP
0 SC Dept. of Education - 4K - ElA 0 Heod Start
O First Steps Child Care Scholarships O Countdown To Kindergarten
[ Countdown To 4K [ Eorly Head Start (U Librory Bosed Progroms

Show 25 & entries Search:
Phone

Name Programs Address Mumber Distance 7

Fairfox Elementary SC Dept. of Education - 4K - CERDEP 734 14th 5t Eost, (B03) 632- 598
Fairfax, SC 29827 2536

Brunson Elementary SC Dept. of Education - 4K - CERDEP 34 College 5t, Brunson, {803) 398- 10.88
SC 29911 5584

Ben Hazel Primary SC Dept. of Education - 4K - CERDEP 628 RaoilRd Ave West, {B03) 943- 14.14
Hompton, SC 29924 3659

Children's Keeper SC Child Care Scholarships, First Steps 4K 147 Cemetary Road, 1B03) 914 16,17

Learning Center Varnville, SC 29944 noos

Mew Jerusalem SC Child Care Scholarships, First Steps 4K 9303 Marlboro Avenue, {B03) 541- 16.17

Missionary Baptist Barnwell, 5C 29812 B00O7

Church CDC

Barmwell Primary SC Dept. of Education - 4K - CERDEP 734 Hagood Ave, {BO3) 541 16.23
Barnwell, SC 29812 1320

Brighter Beginnings Child  SC Child Care Schalarships, First Steps 4K 140 Caroling Avenue, {B03) 450 16.39

Development Center BARMNWELL, 5C 28812 5058

Hampton Early Learning SC Child Care Scholarships, First Steps 4K 103 First Street, 1803) 914- 16,65

Center Hompton, SC 29924 D755
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Create a First Five SC account

If you are just getting started, create a First Five SC account
to apply for benefits.

With a First Five SC account you can:

» Save your application and finish it later.

« Keep track of programs you are eligible for.

« Securely share uploaded documents with
mulitple programs.

Create First Five SC Account

-OR-

‘ Apply as a guest ‘

TRANSLATE

Common Application

Continue your application

If you already have a First Five SC account, sign in to finish
your application.

First Five SC may show information about you or your dependents’ possible eligibility to participate in program(s). The programs will make final decisions
based on the information you provide. It is your responsibility to give the correct information to programs so they can determine eligibility. If there are
programs you are interested in applying for that are not on the First Five SC application, please reach out to them directly.
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Basic Information

Let's start with some basic information that will be used on your application.
Pamela Middle Name Cooper Suffix
pcooper@email.com 803-555-5555

297 Main Street North

Allendale South Carolina ¢ 29810

Child 1: X

First Name Middle Name Last Name Suffix
Gender ¢

Birthday:

mm/dd/yyyy ]

Add Another Child

Yes, | consent to the collection and/or usage by SC First Steps or our partners of your personal information as referred to or otherwise stated in

the Privacy Policy and Terms of Use.

First Five SC may show information about you or your dependents’ possible eligibility to participate in program(s). The programs will make final decisions
based on the information you provide. It is your responsibility to give the correct information to programs so they can determine eligibility. If there are
programs you are interested in applying for that are not on the First Five SC application, please reach out to them directly.

"The project described was supported by the Preschool Development Grant Birth through Five Initiative (PDG B-5), Grant Number 90TP0080-02-01 from the
Office of Child Care, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services."

©2024 The State of South Carolina
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EDIT BASIC INFORMATION | CREATE AN ACCOUNT

Start a New Application

Allendale-Fairfax Elementary School (PreK-4)

- Allendale County School District offers PreK 4 within the school district.

= First Steps 4K+

— Choose a free, full-day 4K program in a licensed child care center, charter school or private
school. Plus, get child care scholarships for the whole family.

= SC Working Families Child Care Scholarship

— Parents with income at or below 85% of the state's median income may be eligible for
scholarships to pay for child care while they work or attend school.

WIC (Women, Infants, and Children Nutrition
— Program)

= Free nutrition education, healthy foods, breastfeeding support and other services for
pregnant women, infants, children under age 5, and postpartum women.

= Allendale County First Steps

- Use this form to apply for the following programs:

First Steps Early Identification and Referral

This program helps children with developmental delays be ready for school.

First Steps Child Care Scholarships

Children age 5 and under may be eligible for scholarships that let them go to
quality child care centers tuition-free.

Nurturing Parenting

This program helps parents build skills and find new, nurturing ways to care for
and guide children.

Looking for more programs?

Check eligibility for each child. Check again if you've moved.

COMPLETE THE ELIGIBILITY SCREENER AGAIN
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WIC (Women, Infants, and Children
Nutrition Program)

Your Name *

Pamela Middle Cooper Suffix

Your Address *
297 Main Street North
4
Allendale South Carolina $ 29810

County *

Allendale

Ll

Your Date of Birth *

mm/dd/yyyy (m]

Your Phone *

(803) 556-5555

Your Email *

pcooper@email.com

Preferred Language *
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Learn

Ewvery early experience in a child's life- from birth
through age five - helps to build a feundation for
sucoess. With the positive support of parents and
caregivers, children gain the skills and knowledge they

need for d strong start,

Articles

Services v

Who We Are Learn

- ogln Espafiol

Share Metd More Help? Q

Learn more about supporting your child and family’s growth with the orticles ond resources below,

£ Getting Feady tor Kiadengartin
Whaot Mokes a Child Ready ta
Learn?

Feady for kindergarten is mare than
being e nght age by the right date.
“aors of study hove shown that

b children enler kindergorlen

with cprtoin chililies, thry one bedtor
ready to leam, Starting off well in
Kirdergearien helps o
successful through thelr years in
school,

b moee

LEARN MORE @

Resources

Child Care & Early
Education

?J Special Meeds & Forly bterwantian

Child Development Screening:
‘What to expect and how it
can help

Wihile: vy chiled desekops ot theie
@ pace, & porent will often
racegrize when their chald nescs
axtrat help, If they know o o look.
Sea how onswerng soms key
GUSstions can guide parents,
tenchers and hanlth core provicers tn
unchersiand ond meet a chid's

i reeds.

LEARN MORE &

£

/.

& Forenting & Fomiy Supoect
Raising a reader: 5 ways to
engage young children with
books

Parents are bk oll the time thnt
helping chiddren reod is one of the
mast importont things they con do
o their child’s education. But how
does o new porent with o baby or o
parent with a teddier who won tsit
still use this odvice?

LEARN MORE @

Getting Ready for
Kindergarten

Crary by Doy Fomily Literacy Colendor from the SC Stote

A Parent’s Guide to Kindergorten Tronsitien in South
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Need More Help? u

Our partners can help guide
you and provide local support
for you and your family.

Need more help finding early childhood services and family
resources in your community?

.. FIRS I For every area across our state, South Carolina First Steps directly
. STEPS supports the comprehensive success of children ages birth-five.

SOUTH CAROLINA

FIND A LOCAL PARTNERSHIP NEAR YOU

Need more help finding the right child care program for your
family?

SOUTH CAROLINA SC Child Care Resource & Referral can answer questions, connect to

‘ " CCR&R resources, and provide child care referrals to help meet your needs.

Child Care Resource & Referral www.sccerr.org

1-888-335-1002

Need more help finding the best solutions for your family, or
have questions about your child’s development?

"\ Family Connection of SC offers a variety of programs and services to
f . . address your questions and concerns on complex healthcare, mental
@"‘“l}’ g?nnsssm health, and educational systems.
"/ www.familyconnectionsc.org/referral

1-800-578-8750
Para Espafiol: 1-888-808-7462

Need more help connecting to developmental resources?

Help Me Grow SC care coordinators can assist you. Help Me Grow
SCis a free information line with a focus on child developmental and

II I B G behavioral health, and parenting support. Use the online referral
: ]'p rQ form, or call a HMG SC care coordinator at the number below. You
South Carolina ! ’
SC INFANT MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION can also connect with us through www.helpmegrowsc.org

www.helpmegrowsc.org/referrals
855-476-9211



It's Working: For South Carolina
First Five SC by the numbers: July 1, 2023 - June 30, 2024

212,000
households with children 0-5in SC

155,881
unique visitors

12,838
checked their eligibility

77%
eligible for at least 1 program

2,383
applications submitted

Population Data: U.S. Census Bureau



What about it works?

Increased efficiency

o
First Five SC Unique Visitors by Weekday and Time 62 /O
May 1, 2023 — April 30,2024

of visitors accessing

the site at times when

_ government offices

are typically closed
(outside of M-F 9-5)

Saturday

Friday

Thursday

Wednesday

Tuesday

IIIII|

Monday

Sunday

o

5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000 30,000

m 12AM-8AM 9AM-5PM  m 6PM-11PM



It's Working: For Families

First Five SC Toolkit | Copyright © 2023-24 SC Early Childhood Advisory Council. All rights reserved.

When our two-year-old daughter was
diagnosed with an extremely rare
syndrome that impacted her hearing, we
didnt know where to start. First Five SC
connected us to the resources we needed
and coached us through the application
process. Having all that information in one
centralized place was key to getting the
right kind of help — fast.

Katie H.
South Carolina parent



Alissa Durham
First Five SC Coordinator

adurham@scfirststeps.org
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Scan to visit
First 5 SC
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