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Learning Objectives
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At the conclusion of this presentation, learners will be:

• Familiar with the Community Access to Child Health 
(CATCH) program

• Familiar with the South Carolina CATCH Facilitators
• Prepared to apply for their own CATCH grant



CATCH is 30 years of innovation, advocacy, and leadership development

Mission: Community Access to Child Health 
(CATCH) supports pediatricians to collaborate 
within their communities to advance the health 
of all children.

Vision: Every child in every community reaches 
optimal health and well-being.

An idea that started 30 years ago... 

http://www.aap.org/CATCH

http://www.aap.org/CATCH


1993
Planning Funds
($10,000 grant)

2000
Resident Funds
($2,000 grant)

CATCH Grants Growth

2003
Implementation Funds

($10,000 grant) 



Resident CATCH Grants
‒ U.S. and Canadian pediatric residents (categorical or 

combined) in a training program AND have a definite 
commitment for another year of residency or chief year.

Planning & Implementation CATCH grants
‒ U.S. and Canadian fellow and fellowship trainees

All applicants must have active 
membership in both AAP national and 
chapter if awarded

CATCH Grant - Eligibility Guidelines



• Demonstrate creativity or innovation in the designated community
• Predominately serve a population of children with unmet health 

needs or with demonstrated health disparities.
• Aim to develop strong, broad-based community partnerships
• Assess children health or well-being and/or increase access to 

needed health services
• Led by pediatrician who plays a significant role

• Co-applicants do not need to be pediatricians

• Pediatric Advanced Practice Provider is eligible if AAP National Affiliate member

• Include plans for sustainability beyond the grant period.

CATCH Project Priorities



• Project must be new in your community or a new program 
from an existing initiative.

• Project includes plans for strong community partnerships.
• Project is for planning and/or implementation activities. If 

project proposal only includes implementation activities, 
then prior planning must be demonstrated.

• Methods for measurement of project goals and objectives 
are clearly described.

• Budget reflects project timeline and activities and does not 
include unallowable expenses

Requirements of a CATCH Project



• Provide access to those with greatest need & 
least resources 

• Identify underserved population and address 
specific barriers 
‒ Example: language, cultural, geographic, disabilities

• Partner with existing community 
programs/resources
‒ homeless shelter, foster care program, low-income childcare, 

community center, parks and rec, faith-based institutions, schools

Promotes Health Equity



“Turn that frustration into an advocacy project to move the 
needle a little bit forward for the patients, the population, the 
community that you take care of—the funding from a CATCH 
grant really helps to move things forward.”

Hilda Loria, MD, FAAP (2021 CATCH Planning grantee)

CATCH Supports 
Pediatricians to 
Turn Passion into 
Action



2013 Resident grantee

Empowering Fathers as Child Health Advocates 

Columbus, OH

“CATCH is a life-changing mechanism for the 
important work that pediatricians need to be doing 
in the communities that they serve. And you can 
learn a lot about yourself, you can learn a lot about 
your neighborhood, and a lot about your profession 
by being involved.”

O. Ray Bignall, MD, FAAP



Jennifer Plumb, MD, FAAP
2015 Planning Grantee
Overdose Death Prevention: Naloxone 
Rescue Kits
Salt Lake City, UT

CATCH funding supported the launch of Naloxone 
Utah, which included these accomplishments:
• Law enforcement and other lay trainings
• Involvement in legislation to expand naloxone 

access statewide
• Statewide awareness campaign
• Nearly 10,000 lives saved from overdose death by 

non-medical lay people



SC CATCH Facilitators 
and Forever Friend (Dr. Foxworth) 

are here to help!



*My Journey*

Passions
Pediatrics + Public Health

Maternal and Child Health

Profession
❖ Outpatient Pediatrics Practice
❖ Medical Director & Mentor 
❖ Public Health Collaborator

❖Entrepreneur

Lillianne Lewis Debnam MD, MPH, FAAP



1997 – 2001: Undergrad USC 

2002 – 2006: Med school 

2006-2009: residency

2009-2011: 
General Academic Peds fellowship

2012 - current

• Clinical practice: outpatient general pediatrics
• Curriculum Director: Primary Care Program
• Associate Program Director: Pediatrics Residency
• Co-director: Refugee Screening Clinic
• Medical Director of Ambulatory Telehealth

• Children in immigrant families
• Lactation
• Primary care education

Clinical Interests

Rachael Zweigoron MD, FAAP

Educational Journey Professional Journey

CATCH experience

• 2017: Planning grant
• 2023: Mentor for Resident Grant

2011-2015: So much firsthand experience



CATCH Accomplishments

• Provided over $10 million 
in grant funding to over 
1900 pediatricians working 
in their communities

• Support to communities in 
every state as well as the 
District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico; and in urban, 
suburban and rural 
settings.

2024 CATCH grant recipients



CATCH Accomplishments

Two years after grant ends:
• 95% report sustained 

community partnerships 
• 97% have new partnerships
• 89% of CATCH projects exist in 

some form

Data: 2010-2019 grantees follow-up survey



2025 CATCH Application Timeline

November 1, 
2024 

Call for 
Proposals 

Opens

January 10, 2025 
Deadline to 

request Support 
& Assistance 
from CATCH 

Network

January 21, 
2025 (11:59 

PM CST)
Call for 

Proposals 
Closes

April 11, 
2025

Applicants 
Notified

May 12, 2025
Grantee 

Paperwork 
Due

June 1, 2025
Project Start 

Date

• It is strongly suggested that all applicants request support & assistance (TA) as they develop any CATCH project proposals from 
the CATCH network of Chapter CATCH Facilitators (CCFs) and CATCH District Resident Liaisons (DRLs). 

• Applicants who reach out for support throughout the development of a CATCH application typically have stronger proposals and 
are awarded extra points during the review process.

• CATCH network contact rosters and the CATCH Planning, Implementation and Resident Call for Proposals are available at 
www.aap.org/CATCH

Note: CATCH Grant projects are 12-months in length and may begin upon receipt of funds

www.aap.org/CATCH 

https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/CATCH-rosterchapterfac.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/CATCH-residentroster.pdf
http://www.aap.org/CATCH
http://www.aap.org/CATCH


Q & A
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T H A N K  Y O U !

Lillianne L. Debnam MD, MPH
L.LewisDebnam@gmail.com
Llewisdebnam@stjamessanteefhc.co
m

Rachael Zweigoron MD
zweigor@musc.edu
rach_zweig@yahoo.com

National CATCH staff (Charlotte Zia and Maggie Kelly) - catch@aap.org 

mailto:L.LewisDebnam@gmail.com
mailto:Llewisdebnam@stjamessanteefhc.com
mailto:Llewisdebnam@stjamessanteefhc.com
mailto:Zweigor@musc.edu
mailto:Rach_zweig@yahoo.com
mailto:catch@aap.org
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