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Friends,

As the holidays approach, I’ve been thinking about gift-giving. Often, our patients bring us

small gifts this time of year—a card or a drawing written by a child, homemade treats,

reindeer antlers to adorn our heads, and little things that make our days.

In case you are in need of inspiration about how to return the favor, here are a few

inexpensive yet impactful gifts you can offer this season that will last the whole year:

1. Your voice: speak up for issues that matter to children and families (food security,

safe housing, safe firearm storage, red flag laws, maintaining high vaccine rates in

our state, limiting the reach of big tobacco companies in causing adverse health

outcomes). See state and national advocacy opportunities below.

2. Relationships with your community leaders and non-profits. Take the time to meet

formally or informally with elected leaders to offer your knowledge and experience

about what kids need to thrive. Offer to be a resource should they have questions

about how a new policy might affect a growing child.

3. Your knowledge and expertise in every patient encounter: whether you are seeing a

patient with complex medical needs or an otherwise healthy child with a routine

cold, your experience and training are gifts that bring reassurance and peace to

worried families throughout the year.

Martha Edwards MD FAAP

SCAAP President
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What’s New

Members of the SCAAP executive committee and our District IV Vice Chair recently

met for a weekend retreat to discuss how we can best advocate for children in SC in

the coming months and years. Topics included discussing priorities for the

upcoming legislative session, plans for meetings and discussing how to support

resident attendance as a chapter, budget and finance discussions, outlining priorities

for SCAAP advocacy day, and safe firearm storage (lock boxes).

There’s still time to register for the January 2025 CATCH Conference! Register

using this link. There is no registration fee for this conference, and if you are not a

Charleston local, SCAAP will cover one night at the Francis Marion Hotel because

your presence at this conference is so valuable as we seek to collaborate effectively

with our state agencies and nonprofits. (cut off date if you need a room is Dec 24. If

you are local to Charleston and do not need a room, the deadline to register is

January 6).

SCAAP is partnering with QTIP to offer a pre-conference clinical session at the

upcoming year's CATCH conference from 12-3 on Friday, January 24, 2025. There

are still a few spots available! Participants will be able to obtain certification

in the Rapid Interactive Test of Autism in Toddlers (RITA-T); a brief and

validated secondary autism screener that can assist with clinical judgement and has

been integrated into numerous practices in South Carolina. Please complete this link

by the end of December if you are interested in learning how to administer this

screen.

Check out this interview with Dr. Deandrea Clark on Fox Carolina News about the

importance of Safe Sleep!

Register now using this link for public health grand rounds on the use of Extreme

Risk Protection Orders (red flag laws) to help prevent gun violence. The University

of Rochester is hosting this webinar on Dec 6 at noon. Don’t miss it!
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Speaking of Gifts (and relational health), check out this weekend’s New York Times

article on holiday gift ideas by Pulitzer Prize winner Nicholas Kristof. He highlights 3

Holiday Impact Gift Ideas, and Reach Out and Read made his top 3! Only about 1

in 3 children under age two are read to every day — and that drops to only 1 in 4 kids

in households with low incomes.

“By ‘prescribing’ books during pediatric visits — and giving the books away for free

— Reach Out and Read ushers children onto the magic carpet of reading at an early

age for an incredibly inexpensive cost.” — Nicholas Kristof. 

Thanks to the generosity of the Overdeck Family Foundation, the Einhorn

Collaborative, the Hearst Foundations, and an anonymous donor, the first $400,000

raised through the Holiday Impact Prize will be matched dollar for dollar. Many of

us know the impact that Reach Out and Read has had not only on the families we

see, but on us as we share books routinely with kids during our crazy busy days.

Click this link to make a donation, and congratulations to our ROR friends on

making this list!

Public Health Corner:

The SC Department of Public Health will be speaking about everything VFC-related

at the CATCH conference in January. They want to hear your questions and

challenges, so please send them my way so that I can pass them along!

President@scaap.org

Webinar Recording: Reclaiming the Vaccination Conversation in Rural

America: Webinar recording from FrameWorks Institute, in partnership with the

AAP, provides an overview on framing insights from new research. Visit

the AAP Communicating About Vaccinations: Evidence-Based Recommendations to

Shift the Narrative page for more information and resources.

QTIP Updates:

QTIP practices will participate in the January Learning Collaborative January

24-26 at the Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston. The focus continues to be

on Relational Health in the early years and asthma.

If you are interested in obtaining certification to administer the RITA-T, a secondary

screen for autism, in your practice, please complete this form by the end of

December. This is an amazing opportunity for training on this secondary screener

for autism at low cost. It will be taught by Dr. Roula Choueiri, DBP and creator of the

screen, from the Kennedy Krieger Institute.

CATCH Corner:
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It’s time to apply for CATCH grants! See this attached timeline! Note that the

call for proposals opens in early November, and applications are due by January 21,

2025!

We hope to see you at the 2025 CATCH Conference in Charleston at the

Francis Marion Hotel! Here is the link to registration! Remember that there is no

registration fee for SCAAP members for this conference, and SCAAP covers Friday

night hotel accommodations for those who are not from the Charleston area.

Behavioral Health Corner:

Did you know that your patients can access Triple P Parenting for FREE online?

Parents can choose the 0-12 program or Teen Triple P through this link. The Triple P

– Positive Parenting Program gives you tips and ideas to help you bring out the best

in your children, to help them be resilient, confident, and have the self-discipline to

succeed. Learn how to positively manage the behavior you don’t like and encourage

more of the behavior that will help them get along with others. It will make your

family life easier in the meantime, too!”

YAP-P is the SC DMH Youth Access to Psychiatry Program. They are ready

and waiting for your call to help with guidance on medication management,

diagnostic clarification, screening, and treatment options. 877-729-2779. CME

credit will be offered for using the line to improve your care of children struggling

with behavioral health challenges.

USC Early Social Development lab needs your help! Calling all clinicians

who see newborns and young children! The USC Early Social Development Lab is

run by Dr. Jessica Bradshaw in the Psychology department at USC. They study early

infant development, especially infants who are at an elevated risk for developing

social or language delays, including autism. Through their current study, they

provide free developmental assessments and look for any early signs of

developmental delays. Families also receive financial incentives and free feedback on

how their infant is developing. If there are any concerns that come up, they help

families gain access to early intervention services.

They need participants from two groups! (1) infants born pre-term and

(2) infants who have an older sibling with autism, or who might be pending an

autism evaluation. For more information, please refer to the following three

fliers: ASD Newborn Flyer, Early Social Flyer, and Pre-Term Flyer.

DEI Corner:

SC AAP DEI rep Silvia Pereira-Smith, MD has met with SC’s BabyNet director

to advocate for the automatic inclusion of Sickle Cell Disease for early intervention

eligibility for children in our state.

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

12/5/24, 8:15 PM SCAAP Newsletter - December 2024

https://mailchi.mp/a4e14b82c894/oanj-stimulus-update-5818976?e=77f2bcddac 4/10

https://mcusercontent.com/3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1/images/f35526fa-d537-84f3-7a36-2095885570b1.png
https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=815246&
https://www.triplep-parenting.com/us/parenting-courses/triple-p-parenting-in-south-carolina/
https://mcusercontent.com/3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1/files/2a7f77d6-96e0-1aff-8c55-305696c0d4b7/ASD_Newborn_Flyer.02.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1/files/ecd88f03-47ee-d918-0e99-63b9edea23f7/Early_Social_Dev_Flyer.01.pdf
https://mcusercontent.com/3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1/files/65010ea3-a446-06bc-28e3-1cff1b0faf7f/Preterm_Newborn_Study.02.pdf
http://eepurl.com/hX7_gH
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1&id=6aca94fc68
https://us9.campaign-archive.com/feed?u=3e65ae0488eaf827b3d27a1b1&id=6aca94fc68
javascript:;


We recognize that DEI work in SC can be daunting and isolating, and we want to

uplift our members that are engaging in this important work throughout the state.

We welcome members sharing their work or that of colleagues, which highlights

efforts related to healthy equity, inclusivity, diversity, and justice in SC. Please email

SC AAP DEI rep Silvia Pereira-Smith, MD, at silpereira84@gmail.com 

New! Call for Proposals: 2025-2028 International Community Access to

Child Health (ICATCH) Program – Due December 13

Register here to learn more about the program and how to apply. Preliminary

applications are due Friday, December 13, 2024; click here. The ICATCH

program gives grants of $2500/year for 3 years to pediatric health care

providers and educators in low-income and low-middle-income countries for

programs that improve the health of infants, children, or adolescents. This

year, ICATCH will accept applications in the following categories: physical or

developmental disabilities; childhood or adolescent mental health; newborn

health; nutrition/malnutrition; care of hospitalized children; and congenital

and acquired cardiac conditions. 

New! Call for Proposals: Community Access to Child Health (CATCH)

Program – Due January 21, 2025

The CATCH call for proposals is now open to pediatricians in training and in

practice from AAP chapters in the US, its territories, and Canada. The resident

call for proposals (grants up to $2,000) includes special funding from 13 AAP

Sections and Councils for targeted child health issues. Pediatric residents

should first review the trainee eligibility criteria. General pediatricians,

pediatric medical subspecialists, pediatric surgical subspecialists, fellowship

trainees, and pediatric advance practice providers (with a pediatrician as co-

applicant) can apply for either a CATCH Planning or CATCH

Implementation grant (up to $10,000), which also includes a designated

support opportunity for projects addressing environmental justice. View

the CATCH video for inspiration. All applicants are strongly encouraged to

seek feedback and support from their chapter CATCH Facilitator, District

Resident Liaison, or CATCH staff.

New! Healthy People 2030: Growing and Sustaining a Healthy Pediatric

Workforce – Proposal Ideas Reviewed by December 20, Applications

Due January 31, 2025

Healthy People 2030 grant program provides 4 chapters with grants of

$25,000 each to develop innovative programs to accomplish pediatric

objectives as defined by the US Department of Health and Human Services

(HHS). The 2025 topic is Growing and Sustaining a Healthy Pediatric

Workforce. The chapter's district vice chairperson must review proposal ideas

by December 20, 2024. Applications are due January 31, 2025. Chapters that
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were funded the previous year cannot apply (Arkansas, California 2, New York

1, and Washington). Visit the Healthy People 2030 page for more information,

including the RFP and application.

If anyone is interested in working with Dr. Nikita Lindsay to

expand her Kid Doc camps for underrepresented minorities to

your area, please let me know! We would love to apply for this

grant! Check out this link to see what I’m talking about!

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JS3j_MXudnQ

Contact: Alison Powers, Manager, District & Chapter Programs

SCAAP applied for a grant on Building Capacity for Relational Health Trauma-

Informed Pediatric Care. Fingers crossed! The grant would help support our CATCH

conference and QTIP Learning Collaborative in January which are heavily focused

on TIC and Relational health.  

Immunization Partnership Grants for AAP Chapters – Applications Due

December 6—please let me know if you have interest in applying.

The AAP is pleased to offer grant opportunities to AAP chapters to implement

an immunization partnership project. The AAP plans to offer up to $20,000 to

up to 4 AAP chapters to partner with a community pediatrician and/or local

health organization to develop and successfully deploy strategies to improve

vaccination rates. For more information on this opportunity, view the call for

proposals. Applications are due by Friday, December 6, 2024. 

Contact: Katie Milewski, MPH, Manager, Immunization Initiatives

State Advocacy Updates

If you missed the AAP’s state advocacy webinar last week, (IT WAS EXCELLENT!)

titled "State Election Results and Forecasting," recapping the 2024 state election

results and previewing the important state issues expected to impact children and

pediatricians during the upcoming state legislative sessions, a video recording of the

session is now available. (Highly recommend).

SCAAP will be working with a lobbyist this year to maximize our ability to advocate

for SC children and families. Here are important legislative dates.

Please reach out if you would like to be added to our SCAAP Advocates Chat on

What’s App! This list helps us to notify those interested about urgent or upcoming

advocacy opportunities within our state. We need your voice!

National Advocacy Updates

Advocacy Opportunity: Share Your Patient Vaccination Stories!!

The AAP is collecting stories from our members about patients they have

cared for with vaccine-preventable illnesses at patientstories@aap.org. These
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Martha Edwards, MD FAAP

SCAAP President

President@scaap.org

 

stories will be crucial in informing the AAP's future advocacy around the

safety and effectiveness of childhood immunizations.

The 2025 AAP Advocacy Conference will take place March 2 - 4 in

Arlington, VA. Join us and register today! Every year, the conference brings

together pediatricians, pediatric subspecialists, pediatric trainees, and AAP chapter

leaders who share a passion for child health advocacy. 

Early Career Physician Corner:

The Section on Early Career Physicians (SOECP) Health Equity Grant –

Due January 31, 2025

The goal of the SOECP Health Equity grant program is to support early career

physicians, including those who are underrepresented in medicine, as they

conduct research, interventions, and education that address anti-racism and

health equity in communities and institutions. Individual projects can receive

up to $3,450 in funding, and budgets may include a maximum of $3,000 in

programmatic costs. Payments will be made in alignment with the

grant's payment procedures. Learn more and apply here by Friday, January

31, 2025. Please contact Tori Davis, Manager, Senior Member Engagement,

with any questions or if needing assistance completing the application due to

a disability.

National AAP Updates:

 

Our immediate past president, Dr. Elizabeth Mack, is now serving as your Chapter Forum

Management Committee (CFMC) Representative for District IV. She wants us to know that

the committee is moving to an online form for resolution submissions in 2025. All

resolutions will need to be submitted using this form. Dr. Mack is happy to help those with

questions as the resolution deadline approaches. Only ONE sponsor will need to be named

in each resolution. Should others be interested in sponsoring your resolution, they are

instead encouraged to show their support via the online discussion board and/or at the

Virtual Reference Committee Hearings once resolutions are open for review and member

commentary after starting in late June early July. Sponsorship should come from chapters,

committees, sections, or councils,.

 

The Resolution Deadline remains April 1, 2025, 11:59 pm Central Time. The new late
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resolution deadline is July 17, 2025, at 11:59 pm CT. This is two weeks before the

Leadership Conference. Mark your Calendars! 2025 Virtual Reference Committee Hearings

are tentatively scheduled for the evenings of July 9, 15, and 17, and the 2025 Leadership

Conference is Thursday, July 31 – Sunday, August 3, 2025. As a reminder, once submitted,

resolutions are the property of the AAP and open to vigorous membership debate and

scrutiny. No sharing of resolutions outside of AAP membership should be done before,

during or after the resolution process. The Leadership Conference website has much more

resolution information, which can be found here.

 

Elizabeth H. Mack, MD, MS

District IV CFMC Member

Webinar: AI in Pediatrics: Works in Progress – December 20

Join the AAP on Friday, December 20, 2024, from 11:00 am–12:00 pm CT to learn about

how pediatricians and pediatric specialists are using AI tools and technology in innovative

ways. In this session, topics will include patient triage, custom GPTs, and care for

newborns. Register here. 

 

Resource: Navigating Discharge Planning for Families with Prenatal Alcohol &

Other

Substance Use Exposures

Pediatricians and other health care professionals play a crucial role in supporting children

and adolescents diagnosed with fetal alcohol spectrum disorders (FASDs) through family-

centered care that promotes and supports healthy families. One of the common barriers

that pediatricians face is the transition of care from hospitals and birthing centers to long-

term care for families with alcohol use. Addressing this challenge is essential to ensure

continuity of care and support for these families. Find a toolkit of resources on the Building

Effective Partnerships with Families in Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders page. By working

together, healthcare providers can create a seamless transition process that supports the

long-term health and well-being of children and their families.

Mark Your Calendars for AAP opportunities! 

December

12/4/2024: Juvenile Justice Webinar Series: Advocating for Kids in the System:

Where Do We Go From Here?

12/6/2024: Applications Due: Community Pediatrics Training Initiatives Advocacy

Training Grants

12/6/2024: Applications Due: Immunization Partnership Grants for AAP Chapters
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12/6/2024: Nominations: 2025 AAP Council & Section Vacancies (AAP login

required)

12/13/2024: Preliminary Proposals Due: 2025-2028 ICATCH Grant Program

12/18/2024: Confirm CIR: Email Janaki Patel to Confirm Chapter Immunization

Representative Info is Correct for 2024-2026

12/20/2024: Early Bird Deadline: 2025 AAP Advocacy Conference

12/20/2024: Idea Review Deadline: Healthy People 2030: Growing and Sustaining a

Healthy Pediatric Workforce

12/20/2024: Webinar: AI in Pediatrics: Works in Progress

January 2025

1/10/2024: Applications Due: Chapter Block Grants Nutrition Education Program

1/10/2025: Applications Due: Chapter Block Grants GI Education Program

1/14/2025: Early Bird Deadline: In-person Media Training: Harnessing the Power of

Media in Health Care

1/14/2025: Early Bird Deadline: 2025 Celebration of Pediatric Pulmonary & Sleep

Medicine In-person Course

1/21/2025: Proposals Due: Community Access to Child Health (CATCH) Grant

Program

1/27/2025: First Session: Integrating Language Access into Practice for Children

and Youth with Special Health Care Needs ECHO

1/31/2025: Applications Due: 2025 Council on Communications and Media Visiting

Professorship

1/31/2025: Applications Due: Healthy People 2030: Growing and Sustaining a

Healthy Pediatric Workforce

1/31/2025: Applications Due: Section on Early Career Physicians (SOECP) Health

Equity Grant

February 2025

2/14/2025: Nominations Due: National AAP Committee Members (AAP login

required)

2/14-16/2025: In-person Media Training: Harnessing the Power of Media in Health

Care

2/14-16/2025: In-person Course: 2025 Celebration of Pediatric Pulmonary & Sleep

Medicine

2/21/2025: Early Bird Deadline for In-person Course: Practical Pediatrics Course in

Orlando, FL
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SCAAP Information

SCAAP Officers:

Martha Edwards, MD, FAAP - President

Ramkumar Jayagopalan, MD, FAAP - Vice President

Heather Staples, MD - Secretary/Treasurer

Elizabeth Mack, MD, FAAP - Immediate Past President & Nominating Committee

Chair

SCAAP Executive Committee, Board, Committees, Liaisons.

Lutine Management Associates: https://lutinemanagement.com/our-team/

If you would like to contact SCAAP, please email Ray Saputelli. 
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