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Friends,

As I gather information for our monthly newsletter, I am overwhelmed by the images and stories of

devastation from Hurricane Helene in Northwestern SC, Western NC, and Eastern TN. Below, please see
links to organizations that are taking donations, organizing volunteers, and coordinating rescue, housing,
and food. The SC chapter is sending prayers for peace and comfort for all who are affected by this tragedy

and for families whose loved ones are experiencing the chaos of war and conflicts across the globe.

How to Help After Hurricane Helene
World Central Kitchen

Helene hits the Carolinas: How to help, donations, resources

Volunteer coordination for Buncombe County: helenevolunteers@buncombecounty.org

I hope that everyone who tried to make it to the national AAP conference in Orlando actually made it,

learned a lot, had some fun, and made it safely home!

What’s New?

¢ Congratulations are due to Dr. Kevin Wessinger, Dr. Janice Key, and Dr. Michael
O’Brien, who were recently recognized with Special Achievement Awards by SCAAP during the
national AAP Virtual Awards Ceremony for their service to our chapter. Dr. Wessinger was
honored for his deep interest and expertise in administrative matters and for now serving as SC
DHHS medical director, and Dr. Key for her tireless advocacy and service on the mental health
task force, creation of a successful behavioral health ECHO and as a suicide prevention
ambassador for the chapter. Dr. O’Brien was honored for his incredible advocacy efforts for the
chapter. He routinely showed up to testify last year at the state house post-call or during his
limited “off” time, and his voice made a difference.

e SCAAP was a finalist for the Inspire (a chapter that supports equity, diversity, and inclusion
among members, leadership, and health outcomes for children through its initiatives, programs,
or activities) and Phoenix (a chapter that has overcome a significant challenge to improve its
effectiveness) awards for 2023.

o Please read this article written by two pediatricians who were on call during the shootings at
Apalachee High School last month. Please continue to advocate for firearm safety measures with
EVERY FAMILY you encounter!
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¢ The Carolinas Collaborative (CC) is a cohesive network of advocacy leaders from all eight
pediatric academic institutions across North and South Carolina founded in 2016 via the American
Academy of Pediatrics Community Pediatrics Training Initiative. The CC is grounded in the belief
that promoting the well-being of all children requires the integration of effective clinic,
community, and population health strategies. Dr. Blakely Amati has been a co-leader for this
amazing initiative in 2023-24. Key accomplishments include:

o Completion of a two-year partnership with Reach Out and Read National, Columbia
University and Einhorn Foundation on our Emotional Connection pilot.

o Continued strides within our past project focus areas of addressing Adverse Childhood
Experiences/Toxic Stress and Food Insecurity/Social Drivers of Health.

o Strengthen our organizational infrastructure by partnering with the Institute for Child
Success as our fiscal agent and with AP Community Partners to formalize our organization’s
structure.

o Launched the Carolinas Collaborative for Child Advocacy and Resident Education website

o Their annual report can be found here.

e Cayla Wakser, MS4 at MUSC, presented a poster at the AAP National Conference and
Exhibition. Her photo is attached. Cayla ALSO submitted a resolution, "Formalizing Advocacy
Education as a Requirement for Medical Students," to the AAP 2024 Leadership Conference. Her
resolution was adopted as amended and a response from the AAP Committee on Pediatric

Education will be submitted by the end of December 2024. This is clearly a medical student to

watch!

Mental Health Resources:

e Don’t forget that SC DMH Youth Access to Psychiatry Program aka YAP-P is open and
waiting for your call! (877-729-2779). They can help with guidance on medication management,

diagnostic clarification, screening and treatment options, and patient referral services.

SCDPH, Vaccines, and Vaccine Preventable disease info:

¢ Please note! Flu vaccines, including the FLUMIST are trivalent this year instead of quadrivalent.
This means that CPT codes, CVX, codes and NDC codes have changed. Submitting claims with last
years codes will lead to those codes being denied. Please make sure your EMR and billing staff are
aware of these changes and have updated it in your EMR and billing systems. There has also been
an error with some private insurers denying flu vaccines for children under age 3 despite correct
coding as being "not approved". This is an error on their part. If you have had this happen from a
specific insurance company, please email your insurance rep to let them know this so it can be

corrected, as well as filling out the AAP Payment Hassle factor form, as they are actively working to



Subscribe Past Issues Translate ¥ RSS

—o = = = e e = e

be a national AAP member to fill this out).
e SCDPH shared this important VEC update on protecting children and families during Respiratory
Disease Season.

e Check out this handy dandy COVID-19 vaccine dosing reference guide from the national AAP and

consider printing it out to post around your office for staff.

¢ Webinars on both Covid vaccine and Beyfortus monoclonal antibody by Dr. Sean
O’Leary can be accessed here

e Here is a useful Beyfortus algorithm.

e Novavax is another option for COVID vaccines for patients 12yo and up.

¢ St. Jude's HPV Roundtable of the Southeast is sponsoring a free webinar to address motivational
interviewing surrounding HPV vaccination. They have more spots for providers that are
interested in learning more. Use this link to register for the webinar on October 31, 2024 from 12-2
and learn the most effective ways to recommend HPV to your patients. See attached flyer for more
info.

e PLEASE REPORT PAYER ADVOCACY ISSUES AND OTHER CONCERNS related to coverage for
vaccines so that we can pass them along to the national advocacy team to help problem solve.

e Dr. Linda Bell recently shared Dr. Saul’s excellent response to “Should my kids get the Covid
vaccine? Is it really safe?” with her entire SC DPH staff. You too can read it here!

¢ Questions were raised by several regarding the difference in coverage of Beyfortus through the

state immunization program vs coverage by VFEC. Dr. Eliza Varadi, our immunization chair,

provides the following helpful explanation. If you have further questions, please reach out to Dr.
Varadi at doktoreliza@gmail.com:

o Beyfortus is a monoclonal antibody with activity against RSV. It is now available for order
for providers in the VFC program for patients who qualify for VFC (Medicaid, Uninsured,
Native American) to be administered starting Oct 1.

o SC state immunization program is for patients who are "underinsured" or whose
insurance doesn't cover vaccines. This is not the same as VFC.

o Beyfortus is not available through the SC state Immunization program. For patients who
normally qualify for state vaccines, private stock Beyfortus can be used. As Beyfortus is by
definition a passive immunization and not a vaccine, some insurances that don't cover
vaccines may cover it. It is best for families who have those types of medical insurances to
reach out to their insurance company to inquire about coverage prior to receiving Beyfortus
to avoid undue financial hardship to the families in cases of non-coverage.

e The AAP is monitoring Oropouche virus disease reported in South America, Central America,
Cuba. It is transmitted by biting midges and mosquitoes and there have been recent reports of
vertical transmission during pregnancy. CDC is working to learn more about the risks of

Oropouche during pregnancy. More information can be found here.
Upcoming Dates:

¢ CATCH Conference January 24-25 2025, Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston. There is no
registration fee for this conference, and the chapter covers one night of hotel accommodations for
SCAAP members who attend.

e QTIP Conference overlaps CATCH and is January 24-26 at Francis Marion Hotel in Charleston

¢ Annual summer meeting August 7-10, 2025, Grove Park in Asheville

o SCAAP Legislative Day at the Statehouse is on the calendar for Tuesday April 1, 2025. Stay

tuned for more details! All are welcome.

Advocacy
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e Check out this video from the Vote kids campaign created by the AAP and encourage your patients
to vote!

e Thanks to all who spoke at JCLCC committee meetings last month! Topics that were
addressed included the urgency of advocating for safe gun storage, the alarming rates of preschool
suspensions, the need for more parenting support and resources in the state, and keeping
vaccination rates high. Feel free to reach out to Drs. Greenhouse or Oddo on our legislative
advocacy team if you have any questions! Shout-out to Dr. Shana Egge in Spartanburg for
providing my testimony there when a family emergency prevented me from appearing. It’s not too
late for Lowcountry pediatricians...North Charleston is ready for you on October 3, 2024!

¢ Registration Open: 2025 AAP Advocacy Conference — March 2-4, 2025 - Learn more

and register here. Attendees will participate in advocacy skills-building workshops, hear from

distinguished guest speakers, and learn about policy priorities impacting children. On the final day
of the conference, participants will join other attendees from their state to attend meetings with
their congressional offices to discuss a key child health issue. SCAAP will sponsor one trainee and
their faculty mentor to attend this conference (and it’s Prisma Health Midlands’ turn)! Let us know

if you are interested!
Grants

o The SCAAP will collaborate with SCDMH and multiple other partners to help increase screening,
suicide, and knowledge surrounding interventions to prevent suicide. Drs. Key and Edwards
continue to serve as AAP ambassadors for suicide prevention.

¢ Dr. Hannah McDonald will serve as state lead for the Safe Sleep Champion Network!
Thanks to Dr. McDonald for being willing to serve the chapter in this role!

¢ Dr. Shawna McCafferty is applying to be the Chapter Lead for the AAP grant aimed at
enhancing pediatricians’ ability to support children and families affected by alcohol and substance
use and fetal alcohol spectrum disorder (FASD). Thank you, Dr. McCafferty!

e AAP Section On Infectious Diseases Grant Opportunity — Applications Due October 4.
The AAP Section on Infectious Diseases (SOID) is offering the opportunity for AAP chapters to
apply for a grant towards the development and integration of infectious disease-focused education
into AAP Chapter activities. SOID will offer 3 one-year grants of up to $4,500 dollars each to AAP
chapters. The grant period runs from November 1, 2024, until June 30, 2025. Grant applications

are due on Friday, October 4, 2024, by 5:00 pm CT. Learn more and apply here. Contact: Jorie

Quimet, Sr Manager, Immunization Initiatives.

¢ CDC Research Grants: Preventing Violence and Violence-Related Injury —
Applications Due December 2 *Please note: This is not an AAP-sponsored grant. The
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s National Center for Injury Prevention and Control
(NCIPC) is soliciting investigator-initiated research to support the evaluation of innovative
programs, practices, or policies to address risk for violence and inequities in risk for violence
among groups experiencing a high burden of community violence. Funds are available to conduct
studies focused on preventing all forms of community violence involving youth or young adults
(ages 10-34 years), including assaults, homicides, violence between groups, and threats/use of
weapons. Applications must be submitted no later than 11:59 pm ET on Monday, December 2,

2024. Learn more and apply here.

Tobacco Committee update:

e Dr. Ranya Chakra serves on the board of Tobacco Free SC and recently attended the state board

meeting in Greenville. She wants to let us know that Dr. Brian King Director of tobacco products
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QTIP News

¢ Tiffany Howard with SC Infant Mental Health Association and Help me Grow would love to speak
with your practice about helping to close the loop on referring your patients to community
resources. Email Tiffany at THoward @SCIMHA.org

DEI Corner

e Itis National Hispanic Heritage Month now through mid-October which coincided with
National Suicide Prevention Month in September along with World Mental Health Day
on 10/10/24, and Dr. Silvia Pereira-Smith shared that she was invited to be an expert speaker
on a Spanish-speaking panel for a Facebook Live event hosted by the American Foundation for

Suicide Prevention (AFSP) on supporting Latinx youth in suicide prevention.
Other News:

e Dr. Bob Saul, past president, crafted another articulate blog post! If you’d like to receive his

weekly blog post via email, contact him at robertsaul@me.com

¢ Keep reminding your patients to sign up for Medicaid and respond to the mailings from
SCDHHS!! There has been a significant decrease in number of children enrolled due to Medicaid
Unwinding following the end of the state of emergency declaration for the pandemic. Numbers are
still decreasing. Nearly 13% decrease in SC in the past year according to AAP.

¢ I'm loving this public service announcement at the check-in desk for Regenesis clinic. Great job

with creativity and messaging, and thanks to Dr. Shana Egge for sending me this photo

Please reach out if I can be of help to you or your staff!

Martha Edwards, MD FAAP
SCAAP President

President@scaap.org

Mark Your Calendars!

Mark Your Calendars for October AAP opportunities!

* 10/4/2024: Applications Due: AAP Section On Infectious Diseases Grant Opportunity

® 10/7/2024: Responses Due: Pediatric Mental Health Care Access (PMHCA) Provider Survey,

® 10/7/2024: Nominations Due via Email: Send Statement of Interest and Curriculum Vitae for the
ABP Continuing Certification Committee

¢ 10/15/2024: Deadline for Pediatric Primary Care Practices to Express Interest via Email to AAP to

Participate in NTH Long COVID Observational Study
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® 10/22/2024: Survey Due: Passport to Pediatric Medical Subspecialties Program from AAP

National Conference

® 10/23/2024: Webinar Series: Empowering Pediatricians to Support Kids in the Juvenile Justice

System

Future NCE dates

SCAAP Information

SCAAP Officers:

e Martha Edwards, MD, FAAP mmcedwards@yahoo.com - President

e Ramkumar Jayagopalan, MD, FAAP Ramkumarjayagopalan@gmail.com - Vice President

e Heather Staples, MD HeatherStaples19@gmail.com - Secretary/Treasurer

e Elizabeth Mack, MD, FAAP Emacksc@gmail.com - Immediate Past President & Nominating
Committee Chair

SCAAP Executive Committee, Board, Committees, Liaisons.

Lutine Management Associates: https://lutinemanagement.com/our-team/

If you would like to contact SCAAP, please email Ray Saputelli.
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